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(1. T ERFABE KA A VI TE T SR A BRI R IR b, 50X 4300725 2. HHEARABE RS, BT 100049)

W W7 R AR A ER B (Haematococcus pluvialis) B H Il - Balk 3L 54 5 B (Diacylglycerol acyltransferase, DGAT)
5 B A RIS RB AR DhRe, 1 208 id A L BRI cDNAFE e B3 31 T — MIRDGATH S X 2K 7
SI(DGTT2). 7EH i =MfE(Triacylglycerol, TAG)# M EkIE T % Bk Saccharomyces cerevisiae H1246H 14 FRi1A

DGTT23E K K B HpDGTT2 A B[Rl kb H 124611 2 78, BIR BA A (I DGATI) B .

1 A7 B A5 21 F) R A 20 Bk

4 P9 IR D ST T AR SN N T 2 I e R I GE R R, WS N AT L Hp DG TT2 (4 1 B 4 A £
TORLAA J5 R 5 2R T 1) 25 B2 S5 2355 v T 0 R, 9020 R WIHpDGTT2 KA AL Y 2B 21 3R 8 P iR 75 R e SR A Dh e . DA
RN DR WA AL EREE FDGTT2 R DI RE SR N BEARIT T 3R A A AP R 2 508 1 564t

RUZIA): NAELLEREE, ONEER CHU ERMOLR R, AR

hESHES: Q3441 SCERFRIRS: A

EERT R, IFE R B — M . Y.
FLIE MBS A R, TAE R ) A Uiz . H
il SN B8 & B 5 3R I T A0 35 B SR B (NVeo-
chloris wimmeri) Wi (Scenedesmus vacuolatus)-
/WERE(Chlorella zofingiensis) & # (Protosi-
phon botryoides) W 4 2L Bk i (Haematococcus plu-
vialis) S, WFFF R AEMBEA ML EOR 2, A
A EVIRPUIA S a8 1 — M s AR AL . DL
AR 2D BRI, HAE BN 55 5 FR o = DA S
Jo. R R AR SR AT LA SR
KO E, S il ik TEI4%™ 7,

AR, WAL BRIV 2 58603 2 A
B3R E AR K i ZE R D e g 25 e, X AT
HECA TSR T R A i S T R R
H B0 AR ZEER AT 75 31 AE W& O 9% 1T 50 K
ZHEPIER N RE A L. BRI, WAZLER
B R Z B8 RIEE SR AV S IR, 52 5
M iE 2t (i R R AR TR K B
iz R KCEFRESA AT B hEER
szs . A, it — REOE A B TR

ks B HA: 2019-05-05; &3 H#A: 2019-10-27

SCEHRE: 1000-3207(2020)05-1143-09

FI A TR BH, Jon AR B 1 AR O SRS e R TR 45
K P RERERRELY,

AT 9T 2R IR T 25 R0 G D BR AR W) 5 RRX T
ANIEAE AL L T AR R R AN BAE I, KIS
F DA AT REAEE AU K . — BAF
B RS B EHNS], AN ST RE 2
FUR, TN R 5 35 A e 3 0 R it
W FL R AL AR 2 G R0 A4 M I 58 1R R R s
TInH I B G 3 4 #2 B (Diacylglycerol Acyltrans-
ferase, DGAT)$¥ 57 14 $1 il 771 25 J& 3y (Xanthohumol)
HA922500, WU 75 2K s AR 75 2% A4 FGES 21 410
FIEY T, % R MR T R R TV R R
I3 TT B2 tHDGATHT AL .

DGAT 2 H il =E8(Triacylglycerol, TAG) & i
TR v PR R, e 0 A H Il R R B A A S
N. HETA -SDGATOE# % e, B 1 2m
DGATIH T BIDGAT2" . BTG T AR 4
W) S, B E 5 51 b 9 VR B S AR AL
DGATIE MRS & Acyl-CoA-BE 5 # 72 Fif (Mem-
brane bound O-acyltransferase, MBOAT) % ji& i —
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G, BB Z RS, 2 —fh2 e
DGAT2H K7 £ — Ml P 35 56 hi 2 4% {5 (Mor-
tierella ramanniana)qj%ﬂiﬁfﬂ[m]o I H A2 A
R DR 2H P EE B o0 i R WIHE A S DGAT2 L
DGAT1 5 ik 477, bb a3k 1 4K ¥ Chlamydomo-
nas reinhardtii 25 5 N"DGAT2, HAr 24~ # DIAE G
BEMFFRIE LR,

AHFEAERABT S LA b, E R ORE TR
L ERBENIDGATH L IE K (DGTT2)cDNA L K 7
1, I I A A A ) Bl 23 BT R R A A T T
e, NIRRT FUNH R FEBEE T A4l

1 #RERZE

1.1 SEIEAR

WA 2L BREEH. pluvialis 316 FHASSZIG = {458 TAG
B B 8 B Bk Saccharomyces cerevisiae H1246
(MAToarel-A::HIS3 are2-A::LEU2 dgal-A::KanMX4
Irol-A::TRP1 ADE2 ura3 TAG SE )" FIERE ik
WAAPYES2/CTH H 3% HInvitrogen A A
pYES2/CT-CrDGTT2-H 12463 % ik B B354k 1 iy
BN S p AR
1.2 DGTT2EA5|4i% it 5PCRY 15

WA BEDGAT2 K EH [1CrDGTT1(Cre 2.
g557750), CrDGTT2(Cre02.g121200), CrDGTT3
(Cre06.2299050) M CrDGTT4(Cre03.g205050) 4,
R 7 5 MR IR AE T A 20 BRGE = e 3 R B R
FHEAT LU, 58— 5 CrDGTT2 R L WL 7 41 e
UNIOE S NIR A 7 N S T R W VY L S U
ATG. &L, #4r5-UTRAI3-UTR. %4 %
it E R 51 9(5'-cggaattc ATGGGTGTCGCAACG
AATGC-3"/5"-gctctagalCTGGATCTCCAGGGGCT
TGTC-3', i FifgAE TAMFEAGIRA A A K), I
PARYAE ZL 3R cDNA FE AR IR ATPCRY I . PCR
& Z(25 pL)Wl ~ : Premix(Vazyme Biotech)12.5 pL,
ddH,0 9.5 uL, L5191 pL, FHESIP1 L,
cDNABEAR T pLo B A 998 C 1AL 14 2min,
98°CAZ14:30s, 59°CiE k30s, 72°C ZE{H I min, 35354
PEFR; 72°CHEMH 10min, 4 CHELE. PCRZY)
1.2% (1) B¢ i A 4% P2 P ks, 70 fse i Av e i ) 1
B, RE K Y SpMDI18-THARIE £, IFH LS
DHSoH, %P0 B 0 12 BH 4 o B i3k AT B R
PCR%E, ekt Ligd TAMHAH WA H
Mz .
1.3 DGTNERARFFI5 4

F| FINCBI(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/BLAST)
FIBLASTP T = iEAT ] Y5 5 PR 2 8 % 17 41 /) A 4K

FI| FHEXPASy(http://web.expasy.org/protparam/) 3K £
TEE A T2 S s . FIFHSMART(http:/www.
cbs.dtu.dk/services/ TMHMM-2.0/) #4847l & 4 %5
JESER) . FIFIDNAMAN 6.03H7 & 28 541 Lt
XF LA KEMEGA 6.0% 1 #1148 #27:(Neighbor-join-
ing method)f4 % R 48 K B HEALI o
14 BESEHKRNEL. BRNES

H 5 1E 7 i pMD18-T-HpDGTT24: XX fiff 1)
Jii 70 e B B B R IR AR p YES2/CT I #44L Z B BES.
cerevisiae H1246, S50 #/E 453055 & i B 45 (In-
vitrogen, USA)i4T . #E#EFtkpYES2/CT-H1246.
pYES2/CT-HpDGTT2-H1246LL X pYES2/CT-
CrDGTT2-H12464 M T 8% BESc-Urad: K45 F F h
(b iz B R AR A A, B3 % 30T,
250 r/mink; 77 12h 2 16h, SR J5 5 R BELHE 51 9%
FAb 2 BB R A B A &) H A H AR a6k
J¥ A50090.4. pYES2/CT-HpDGTT2-H1246. [k
S HEpYES2/CT-CrDGTT2-H1246 & 3 pYES2/
CT-HI1246F% BEE:AL 7 105 S0 (8] 43 54 12h. 12k
F124h.
1.5 SMNRASAEAMESFHpDGTT2MCrDGTT2EE &
BT

pYES2/CT-HpDGTT2-H1246HpYES2/CT-
CrDGTT2-H1246 8 B 28 15 G R 2k G, W K
90 umol/LI#ME AR ERC16:1(n7), C18: 24
C18:3(n3)[ G Wi R IE M T0.1 g/LAEMBEHEH
(Bovine serum albumin, BSA) ]I A BERF R 7524
B, A3 B FRO RN 24h ) B F2 M 4210 umol/LK)
BODIPY 409/503(Invitrogen, USA)#EAT 4 (4 J5 #1118
PALEE T R o
1.6 E2ERCNIARIRELS &R % &ZENiT (Western-
blotting)3% i

% FUR I REZ4000%x g, 2min & O )5 25
br EiE. HIPBSHERZ MR R EEN L, &
4000xg, 2min %50 J5 £ Bk i, R EAE ST
Tt B} 24 i 2% M [ 5% (w/v) H 9, 20 mmol/L Tris-
HCI(pH=8.0). 0.3 mol/L (NH,),SO,. 10 mmol/L
MgCl,+25 [F B0 #1575, 1 B Roche A ], LK
o J 4 P A A EE (1000 bar FRAL R — 7, 1800
barflf 32249, W42, 423000%g, 10min,
4CHEL, ¥ IS 2T 3B, £610000xg,
30min, 4°C 2.0 LR RK, K LIEEREE T RN
B 100000xg, 60min, 4°C 502 & LiE, Wik
DUVE 3 B T BERORE A o P 1) 4% 10 22 B PR Aikar 47 48
A PR BN, A 7 A 2 0 P R ) ORE AR AR
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G BN L 1 3R I FE DN HX20 pL A % BESCRL AR, Jn
N60 LIIZE R AFN40 pLII M RB T E A b
Ew30minff R A, A ZMRAL SN
0.1 mol/L Na,CO;#10.1 mol/L —H% 75 ¥ (DL-Dithio-
threitol, DTT); 2 M B4 4> N30%(m/v) i ¥ Al
5% (w/v)+ ke B R 84 (Sodium dodecyl sulfate,
SDS); #RJG 20 uL 6x & [ 5 - FEZE i (Trans-
Gen Biotech), T°65°C 4 )& 10min, #:320000xg,
4°C, 10min &0 J5 B35 B AE 22 T N I e e i v
HLHK
1.7 MEDKENEFMES

P A LLERBEH. pluvialis 316 AW UGFEFRIA
#35%10" cells/mLEEFN T-12 LIIP-HUGAE 4 = 7 48
W, K5 973 ABG-11(Blue-Green Medium)5¢ 4= 15 7%
FEPO BrIRiE BER20°C, CO, IS B H2%(vv), Yook
FEHI7E20 pmol photons/(m’'s). 44— 5dff4: K4
MR BE291.1x10° cells/mL, £:3000%g, 3min & .L» 3=
B b R A P, P PBS TR 22 i be 1 B2 0% e
AR R E R TBG-11EE R 753, eomia i
7£200 pmol photons/(m’-s), & M HA 7 5 13h)5
£2(3000xg, 3 min) 5 WY A= 20 BR LN A, 5 LR
22 M PBSIE T 1 227K 3000xg, 3min 0y 5 Z 4
EIEOR SR
1.8 FELAEKERNRMAHI&

¥ 22 42 KRN S ISR 1 0 A= 20 BR B 41 g
TR L Ph (10 mmol/L Tris-HCI, pH=7.4.
5 mmol/L Na,EDTA. 0.1%(w/v)BSA+ZE [ fif 411 1
71, T F Roche A 7 ), £ il H vy e 240 i s A S s
(1000 bar FRALFE 1K, 1400 barfi i3 E47%). UikE
Y 5) 3, 43000xg, 10min, 4°C B Cre K450 )5 Y
FIERR R TR E T, £10000xg, 14min,
4°C B0 BRER LA SR JE K IS A T 18 %
25%(w/v) I RERE I R, £2100000%g, 60min, 4°C
T B T, WA A RE PR R BE 18 % LA S 18% Al
25%FTH 207 B TR AL VAW, o FLEE RS 2 i
e T FRKZ100000%g, 60min, 4°CEE B O 5
Fop b, WARDUE 1S BN AE BRI N T . A
Bl 14 J5i DX &40 i 2% 4 57 4 B T Markerr, 85 1 928 B
TIASE I 53 B 45 28] (14 P9 Jo K] 4D Jof
1.9 NEIBGEINS REE XA INGE ST
E:0F= v

HOMNBEDIAERNESL KO EHNN
A2 ZTERE 1) P9 0RO E AR 7 2 5 R B R i S 9
E AL, K 0F 7 2 SR (HPLC 2, 461 =97%,

Sigma-Aldrich) Fl £ 4H BE A(Acyl-CoA)(Sigma-
Aldrich){ENIRE R B & BT . AR SMEGS 53 B
P R BN ANR - 4 ) 4% U (1) T AR 2T BR T P9 5 Y
NG R 7 T (AR 07 )8 IR e ALk 7 1R
M RRtG . fE— M N600 nL) R NAR 2,
Horh 5 M RSB 2500 pg, 2 HWKE I CB-X
protein assay kit(GBiosciences, http://www.gbios-
ciences.com)>R M &, HRPE G G B FHEATHAE
R R AR R S S B A (18 1-CoA, n9)TE Jx b 1A
F PR FE 250 wmol/L, Hedoks LKA B ik 5 4
B AT R BEAR A 90t 2

FAEIINBZESINEREENERMERET
B S EAHpDGTT2 I RFMORAR (R .
EZIN600 pug) 3 Al in g LRtk RTINS &=
Pk 5 5 7% Bl Wi 05 A O o Aok S R Rk AR
pYES2/CT-H1246 1) BEORLAA A UF 75 2 I 5 i
RO SN 0 FRZH . DB S0 I B 2R 30°C,
250 r/min, 2RI A]90min. FY A4S 21 3R 05 7 25 W
SN A B e 5 S, 1.8 mLH 28 1k
I, FEANN4.8 mL& )7, 77 %A% 7K fZ % 10min
KRIRHUS PR R Z . £21000xg, 3min& O &
WA LR R 2 e B E b, in AR
AR EREE SR TS, Z¥H 7300 nLH i =
S BE=31(v/v)(HPLCZ, Sigma-Aldrich, USA), #&
S P v SR B AN R X S AR FR R ) R R 2
BEAT e A E AT

SREEEIERNETE  RIEAFKAD
B 25 R B B[R] f1480 nm PR IS Y T 6 i 1 1) 22 5
Al L% 5 U U R I T R S BT N £
S (PN VEE IR N O o Y
PN 0—8mindi S A 100%A; 8—14miniii sl
A HI100%A ) #: 4 100%B; 14—38minfi & 4H A
100%B; 38—40mini 25 A HH 100%B ) #: 100%
A; 40—45minif s AH AN 100%A . AR G H b
FE 25 7K=5:85:5.5:4.5(v/v); BAI N & FF -
FEE D B 7K =25:28:42.5:4.5(v/v), 53 B3 I B i 8
N1 mL/min.
110 BEgSEMMRAE

FI FA RO A 2T Bk S5 A BT I B B S AR O R 1
EX Y A5 21 BRVE NN 7 22 I 21 1) A A1 Bl 3 S
SERG, I F BRI O, & SR B B B A &
H )t 3R, AR5 i RO L R i B AR R H
Al o AT e A E B A . R A F A
F AR B I (A F1480 nm R i T S i B i 2% 57, wT LA
%5 KU RS BT L ) i 0 o AN £ U X
IS 4 TH AR B RN T BLRAE B R & &Y. 1
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A RN A5 1 3R Py J5 90 s 2 57 s AR &R I, o DAZKAR
B eI EEA T SN AR RAE IR . 2 A Se it sk
0 2H AN I 2H MR 7 2B 0 IR AT LR AT

FIRAEINI AR EEINE RE RSB B
S56 2H (HpDGTT2 AR A4+ P Joit X 9 B BT 2B A 1)
N5 2T S B 6T T 0 A 4 (2 8 pokL A+ 4 5
I Ay Tl ) 0 7 2R T S = 1 BB AR N PR Hp -
DGTT2 RERURL AR TE M i« 25 HE KT 1,
M WHpDGTT2H FM S 5 17 B, Mii#15 i
FEHpDGTT2 NN R N . DL B2l %1%
B AR I T -test, W1 FP<0.05 A Ny %

BEE,
2 #R

2.1 MAEAIKEDGTT2ER S KI1BFFT 24

DL AE 2T BRFECDN AR, Wit 5| ¥IDGTT2-
Y-F/RIFATPCRY 1, 345 W AL LLBREEDGTT2 24 [A]
it X 41K 91017 bp, HLgmfiD338 M2 R, FLARXS
3R N37.82326 kD, B84 i 5 (Isoelecric point)
49.75. B TMHMME A4 TIMIDGTT24w 05 1 14
3B E A . BT DNAMANG.OHH T E R R L+
I R IMDGTT2H & — B & B AR S [ “YFP 2%
K3 — BE 5 DGAT2/MGATE M Th B8 4H 3¢ 11
“FPHG %5 # 1P 1),

AR ZLEREEDGTT2 A B R ST 51| £ NCBIH Pro-
tein Blasttt X}, KI5 K A BRI DGTT2(CrDGTT2)
B e 1 R, AU =897 % . FH 34
ClustalW 5 H A 23 F A=Y M DGAT2 B 1 7 41 3t
1T 2 B A, 3FFHMEGAG6. 0% A4 DL AR A7 AH 42 9%
(Neighbor-joining method) 4% | DGAT2 %k [Al 21 &
RN ARG R B . Wi 2F17R~, HpDGTT2 53¢
B A 3 A )V L I CrDGT T2 LR 2K, ik 5
FH P41 23 5 Monoraphidium neglectumd DGAT2
1 H ZF #: Raphidocelis subcapitata DGAT2 4 il H]

PR AR IR o
2.2 HpDGTT2ETAGE KRR EE Saccharo-
myces cerevisiae H1246F BI3R1A

B pYES2/CT-HpDGTT2-H 1246181 )
UKL A FH Al 1 B2 BN R A, LA HpDGTT2
22k . 45 R L W HpDGTT21E BB vh sl oh =ik i
FL AT AE YOk A B G I 21, HpDGT T2 1 1) fil & 25
F173 5 RN 3129938 kDB 3A), 5 T A 45 5
A, NTHIMHpDGTT2R 5 B A DGATL)
62 5TAGHI G B, AT T B RRA R BEAT 1 2
P B . BT WALRRERH W =M
£ C16:1(n7). C18:2F1C18:3(n3), IMiiX L fig i FR{E
B REAR L P £ AR ), DR A B R S 0 R PP
Iy UL = AR IR DT RR, LAEE S BT I R
Z SHETRMBITAGHE RIITE R A . A5
¥ CrDGTT2id 235 B B (LA g 5 2 W 5% 4H) 1
HNTAGE I IERTIEEY . 45 50 B8R T = RN
ANERR IR, i FRIAHpDGTT24) K BEFI KNS cerevi-
siae H1246 [ TAGH LRI )R Y (18] 3B), 1M1t &
ILPHME XS CrDGTT2BE RERL A tH B T P2 il 1) 3R
A(E 30), i BHHpDGTT2AN B4 & I TAG I Th RE
23 HpDGTT2E A& RE AL BEERIThEE

4 FIHPLC XS Y AE 21 R P o3 9 117 €8, 3% 4 R st
AT 53 M, R BAE A 58 b A A HPLC (o 3k
M ZGe v, 0F 5 ZAE LR B B ) 3min 2 A5 B HH U, T
R IR I U (R 7E 12—28minZc 47 (K] 4A). ¥
R A2 213K 88 43 25 1 PN 9 1 D K i 2 S 0 7 3K T
R 47Nl IS DN 7 VI, i SR P I R 4 i s
SR B A BRIC Y BIPXT 43 25 1 P4 J5 I 33 4T G g ED
i, 25 5L S A 5 Y ) 2% o i R AP (1] 4B). RSN
TSGR OR, A EL T B4, St A AR R
P P 6 6} 55 R AE S B2 90min Y £ B T BA S5 386
(K 4C).

¥ 2 HpYES2/CTHIpYES2/CT-HpDGTT2E% £

MGVATNATHLKETASHPLETHELNARIWSDGQTRDSKMTWLELMVAVVTLTAY TGWIHIL
MLLGISAVFWQVPRLILIVLSSTLLLPARPYLWTSENRSWVESTW FSYLLEAPSRPG
SRLVL\-VFPMGPLLAGTLC.QILFPDFNIFSLAASSVF‘SVPGWRH'PVAWGSWATR
SNYRLLLSKGSVAVIVGGIAEMFLQHPHKQIVKLITRKGFVEVAVEEGADGVVPVYHFGN
TDVLDIFPQCMGRLSRRMRAAGGFMY GVAGLPVPRRKPIYMVTGSPIPITKTSRNEAGFQ
AEVDRVHGLVVQELQALYDRHKASFGWQDKPLEIQ*
Bl 1 RN A A BREEDGTT2 8 (AT SRR 5 41 Je 4 i dalm 7 I
Fig. 1 The putative amino acid sequence and e putative conserved domains of Haematococcus pluvialis DGTT2 protein
Ferp R E S 2 TR )3 AN EE IR EE KK, THE P9 IDGAT2/MGATIIRENL i

The sequences in the shaded boxes and in the red boxes are 3 transmembrane domains and putative conserved domains predicted in

Haematococcus pluvialis DGTT2, respectively



539 B OBRAR WA LLRRRIT T R IR R W) 46 52 5 D REWE T 1147

67 Prunus persic DGAT2bXP_020424418.1
100" Prunus persic DGAT2aXP_007202235.1
Prunus avium DGAT2XP_021804553.1

1 Prunus mume DGAT2XP_008242123.1

1 Malus domestica DGAT2RX106280.1
16 Pyrus bretschneideri DGAT2XP_009369766.1

100| Morus notabilis DGAT2bEXB95101.1

~

100

Morus notabilis DGAT2aXP_010103230.2

31 24 99 Arabidopsis thaliana DGAT2NP_566952.1
Brassica napus DGAT2AC090188.1

ol

00L 7 itchi chinensis DGAT2aAXM43877.1

Litchi chinensis DGAT2bARF06254.1

Trifolium subterraneum DGAT2GAU28083.1
Olea europaea DGAT2ADG22608.
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Fig. 2 Phylogenetic tree constructed from the HpDGTT2 amino acid with the neighbor-joining method (Bootstrap=1000)
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Fig. 3 Expression of HpDGTT2 and CrDGTT2 in S. cerevisiae
H1246 and functional complementation analysis
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A. Western-blotting analysis of S. cerevisiae H1246 harboring
pYES2/CT-DGTT?2 induction for 8h, 12h, 24h, 48h and 72h,
respectively; B. No lipid body observed in HpDGTT2 S. cerevisiae
H1246 transformants; C. Lipid body formed in CrDGTT2 §.
cerevisiae H1246 transformants
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Fig. 4 Establishment of astaxanthin acylation in an in vitro
enzymatic assay system
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A. Chromatogram of separated ER extracted from Haematococcus
pluvialis; B. Western-blotting analysis of separated ER in H.
pluvialis under high light stress for 6h, 9h, 12h, 15h and 24h,
respectively. BIP was used as ER-specific marker; C. Astaxanthin
ester (s) content variation between control group and experimental
group when seperated ER was used as crude transacylation
enzyme in vitro assay
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Fig. 5 Addition of the yeast microsomes harboring HpDGTT?2 led

to a net increase in the content of astaxanthin esters with retention
times of 20.8min, 21.1min and 24.3min (*, P<0.05)
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IDENTIFICATION AND FUNCTIONAL STUDY OF ASTAXANTHIN
ACYLTRANSFERASE IN HAEMATOCOCCUS PLUVIALIS

CAO Li"’, MA Hai-Yan', WEI Zi-Wang', ZHAO Liang', WU Xiao-Ying',
YAN Hai-Longl’z, HU Qiang1 and HAN Dan-Xiang1
(1. Center for Microalgal Biotechnology and Biofuels, Institute of Hydrobiology,

Chinese Academy of Sciences, Wuhan 430072, China;
2. University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049, China)

Abstract: This study aimed to unravel whether DGATSs are involved in the biological processes of astaxanthin acyla-
tion in H. pluvialis. A type Il DGAT-encoding gene, DGTT2, was identified in H. pluvialis NIES-144 through RNA-seq
and cloned from the cDNA library. Overexpression of HpDGTT?2 in the TAG-deficient Saccharomyces cerevisiae
strain H1246 failed to rescue the TAG-deficient phenotype, indicating that HpDGTT2 cannot utilize diacylglycerol for
TAG biosynthesis. Meanwhile, an in vitro enzymatic assay system for measuring astaxanthin:acyl-CoA acyltransferase

activity was established successfully by using H. pluvialis endoplasmic reticulum membranes as crude enzymes. When

the S. cerevisiae microsomes containing recombinant HpDGTT2 were incorporated into the system, the concentrations
of a number of astaxanthin esters increased significantly compared with the control, which indicated that HpDGTT2
possesses astaxanthin acyltransferase activity. This study will provide a basis for further studies on the function and

metabolic regulation of HpDGTT?2 in astaxanthin biosynthesis.

Key words: Haematococcus pluvialis; Astaxanthin; Diacylglycerol acyltransferase; Endoplasmic reticulum



