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ON THE FOOD OF THE SILVER CARP

Ho Chih-huei and Ti Yen-hang

(Darien Fishery College)

Abstract

This paper is a review on problems
concerning the food spectrum, selective
feeding and digestibility of the food of
the silver carp, Hypophthalmichthys mo-
litriz.

Food ingested by the silver carp
covers a broad range. The fish feeds
mainly on phytoplankton, but also utili-
zes organic detritus, benthic algae and

zooplankton when suitable food is lac-
king; sometimes animals of larger size,
such as Conchostraca, may be swallowed.

In accordance with the digestibility
and eomposition of nutriments, the va-
rious kinds of food items play different
roles in the nutrition of the silver carp.
Under certain conditions, the fish shows
the ability to select its preferable food.



