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THE INTRODUCTION OF AN INTER-VARIETAL
HYBRID CARP, CYPRINUS CARPIO, AS A NEW
OBJECT IN FRESHWATER FISH CULTURE
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According to Chairman Mao’s teaching that with good strains of seeds a better
harvest is possible without additional manpower or fertilizer, the Institute .of
Hyvdrobiology of Hupei Province maintained an association with various other units.
On the basis of combining research, practice and application, they have carried out
research on the selection of inter-varietal hybrid carp, and discovered the heterosis of
the mirror carp of the scatter-scaled type (") X Hsing-kuo red ecarp (2). Through
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several years of research and popularization experiments, the vigorous growth and the
inerease in fish yeild due to this fish have been proved. The experiments show that
the hybrid carp has a higher growth rate. Compared with the local carp, the net
increase in yield of this fish under similar conditions is about 50%, and the fish
grows to a marketable size faster. In Kwangtung Province and Hupei Provinee, when
the small fingerlings of the hybrid were stocked in ponds along with adult fish of
other species, the hybrid grew to 750—1250 ¢ within the same year and were marke-
table. And the net increase in fish yield was 10—25 kg per mu. When stocked with
other fingerlings the increse in fish yield was 10—35kg. The hybrid also has the
benefit of having a higher recapture rate, being less susceptible to diseases and being
tasteful. Therefore it has been much welcomed by the masses. During the past few
years, over two hundred units in sixteen provinces, cities and autonomous regions in
China have carried out experiments on the popularization of the hybrid, covering over
two hundred thousand mu of water area and they all obtained a certain degree of
success.

Within a short period of a few years, the Institute of Hydrobiology and its main
cooperators (i.e., The Hatchery of Hsingning County, Kwangtung Province; Tungsihu
Fishfarm of Wuhan, Hupei Province; Bureau of Fisheries, Hsishui County, Hupei
Provinee ; The Popularization Center of Fishery Technique, Hwang-gang District, Hupei
Province and the Bureau of Water Utilization, Mieng-yang County, Hupei Province),
have successfully selected this hybrid earp and popularized it. This is the triumph
of Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line, and the fruit of socialist coordination and
cooperative effort.

The economical features of the hybrid carp and its comparison with the parental
features, the hybridization method and its genetic analysis have previously been publi-
shed in This Journal, vol. 5, no. 4 and in the bocklet ‘‘Some New Objects for Freshwater
Fish Culture’’ (1975). In the following five short communications, contributed by the
main cooperators of the Institute of Hydrobiology, the growth of the hybrid in various
types of waterbodies and the experience in its popularization are presented. The
authors have also made some suggestions on the further popularization of this hybrid

carp.
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