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Fig. 1 FExperimental set-up in the training tank AZKq] ,%Eﬂ?’fﬁﬁ[ﬁ‘mﬁﬁl%ﬁo
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ACOUSTIC TRAINING OF THE CHINESE RIVER DOLPHIN
LIPOTES VEXILLIFER

Wang Ding

(Institure of Hydrobiology, Academia Sinica, Wuhan)

Jing Rongcai

(Institute of Acoustics, Academia Sinica, Beijing)

Abstract

We trained the Chinese river dolphin fron April 1982 to April 1983. The purpose of
the training was to study the detection, discrimination and recognition abilities of the sonar
systém of the dolphin, and to compare the dolphin’s abilities with those of the ideal system.
During the training period, we also carried out a preliminary target recognition. The training
results showed that the dolphin was willing to content the trainer and had a good memory. It
was verified that the dolphin could be trained. The results provide basis for advanced resear-

ches on the dolphin’s acoustic behaviour and sonar system.

Key words  Lipotes vexillifer (Chinese River Dolphin), Training, Sonar



