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Fig. 1 a Schistira bannaensis . nov. ; b Veniral view of the head ¢ Obliquely lateral view of the head showing the nose region
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Tab. 1 Comparison between S. bannaensis sp. vov. and S. latifasciata
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DISCRIPTION OF A NEW LOACH OF SCHISTURA FROM LANCANG
RIVER BASIN, YUNNAN, CHINA

CHEN Zi-Ming', YANG Jun-Xing' and QI Wen-Long?
(1. Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Aademy of Sciences, Kunming 650223;
2. Fishery Management Station, Xishuangbama Prefecture, Jinghong — 666100)

Abstract: A loach was wllected from Nanla River Basin in Mengla County, Yunnan Province, whidh flowing into Lancang River
(Upper readh of Mekong River) in July, 2001. By camparing with related species, this specimen is poved as a new species and
described below.

Schistura bannaensis sp. nov. (Fig. la)

Holotype No: KIZ 200107, 42.5mm SL, 48.8mm TL, Nanla River Basin, Mengla County, Yunnan Povince. This speci-
men is now deposited in the Museum of Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

D. 7, P. 18; V. I6; A. lii4 1/2; branched caudalHin ray 15.

Depth of body in standard length 7.1, length of head 5.8, length of peduncle 6.5, its depth 9. 0. Length of snout in length
of head 2. 1, diameter of eye 5.2, width of interorbital space 3.5. Depth of peduncle in its length 1. 4.

This new spedes is similarwith S. ltifasdata (Zhu et Wang, 1985) and S. crabro Kottelat, 2000. But it differs from S'.
latifasdata in the combination of following characters; 1) Dorsal fin -7 Vs 1i-8;2) 4 broad dark brown bars, upper pait wider
than intespace of bars and lower pait narrow er than or equal to interspace Vs 4—6 dark brown bars, narmower than interspace;
3) o longitudinal black bar along the lateral line Vs a longitudinal black bar along the lateral line; 4) caudal fin forked and tips
of the two leaves a little pointed Vs caudal fin concave, and the tip of the two leaves wund; 5) the tip of the ventral-fin not
reaching the anus Vs the tip of the ventral-fin reaching or near the anus.

It also differs fram the species S. @‘abro in the combination of following characters: 1) Dorsal fin 17 Vs -85 2) lateral
line camplete Vs lateral line incomplete, reaching vettical of middle dorsal-fin base; 3) no blad pigments forming a band fram
the first bar to caudal-fin base Vs a svam of black pigments forming a very boad band from the first bar to caudal-fin base;
4) no black blotch in cheek Vs a black blotch on dheek; 5) the part of black bar upper the lateral line bwader than that under
the lateral line Vs some of the black bars with the equal breadths of the upper parts and lower paits; and the fourth black bar
complete Vs the fourth black bar incomplete, and the upper part narrower than the lower part.

Key words: Cobitidae; Schistura; New species; Lancang River



